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September 25, 2024
MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Time:		6:30 p.m.
Meeting Location:	Bearspaw School Library (In-Person)
Attendees: 
	[image: Checkbox Checked outline]
	Andrea Craigie
	[image: Checkbox Checked outline]
	Destin Skauge
	[image: Checkbox Checked outline]
	Trudy Toews
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	Judi Hunter (Trustee)
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	Ashley Beagle
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	Darah Manhas
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	Emma Lindsey 
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	Amber Brandt
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	Jody Seerup
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	Tanya Glencross
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	Chantal Borcelo
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	Sasha Wiens





	Agenda Item
	Notes/Minutes

	1.  Call to Order
	Emma Lindsey (@6:34) – called to order


	2.  Approval of Agenda
	Motion to Approve
No opposition 

	3.  Approval of Minutes 
	Motion to approve
No opposition

	4. Old Business
	Review of Positions:
Chair (2 year term):  Emma Lindsey
Vice Chair (1 year term):  Tanya Glencross
Secretary (1 year term):  Jody Seerup
Volunteer Coordinator:  Tammy Cultrera
Communications Director:  Ashley Beagle
Community Liaison
Member(s) at Large Nicole Woodland, Amber Brandt, Alison Foster

	5. Last Year in Review
	Andrea Craigie
· Doors Locking Procedures
· Cameras
· School Times Changing
· Review of key activities in the school
· School Administration relies on School Council for feedback and perspective
· The Voice of School Council is heard and matters

	6.  Business Arising from Previous Minutes
	Agenda items from previous - None

	7.  Staff Representative Report
	Kendra and Andrea


	8.  Administration Report























	
	Andrea Craigie
· Currently at the start of the fourth week of the 2024/25 School Year
· START UP - -In September:
· Welcome Back Assembly (third day of school) – School Resource Officers came to be introduced their role explained
· Celebrated Spirit Week
· Administered many Alberta Education Assessments
· Had a Fire Drill (Evacuation)
· Postponed Terry Fox Event (will be on September 27)
· Started planning for Band Camp & Quebec Trip
· Learned about Indigenous Truth & Reconciliation (Orange Shirt Day – September 27)
· Said ‘Cheese’ for Photo Day 
· First School Council Meeting (September 25)
· Fall Budget for our school will be released in early Oct (Based on September 30 enrollment)
· Last year 545 and currently 517
· Same # of Teachers
· One fewer Learning Assistant 
Class Sizes:  2024/25 School Year
	Grade
	# of Classes
	Class Size

	Kindergarten
	2
	21

	1
	2
	17

	2
	2
	23

	3
	2
	23

	4
	2
	33

	5
	2
	29

	6
	2
	31

	7
	3
	25

	8
	3
	30



· Survey from Grades 4-8 - - Looking Back:
· Caring & Helpful Teachers
· Project Based Learning
· The variety of CTF Choices
· Spirit Days, Assemblies, Celebration & Special Events
· Increased # of Clubs
· What could be improved:
· More Field Trips
· WiFi unreliable
· Overly long bus rides
· Some disrespectful students
· More equipment available at recess
· More flex/catch-up blocks or a homework club
· Cleanliness, especially in bathrooms
· Parent Feedback
· Grandparent Program – exciting, very grateful and positive impact
· Option choices – students love the variety and offerings
· Appreciate that students were encouraged to chose at least one Option course from different areas of focus
· Enjoy seeing students recognized in social media
· Like the ‘Bear Tracks’ newsletter; Friday Fanout seems to be utilized consistently
· Amazing Office Staff  - very communicative and take great care of the kids!
· Suggestions:
· Some students feeling guilty or negative regarding lessons taught in Stepping Stones
· Impressive turn out oat Remembrance Day Assembly
· Increased use of Social Media
· Would like to know what the opportunities are to help 
· Offer Hybrid option for school council meetings; posting school council meeting minutes
· School Education Plan
· Goal 1:  How might we design instruction to foster engagement and increase achievement in numeracy and literacy (with a focus on writing)?
· Parents Can:  Play Games with Children/Grandchildren, Teach new vocabulary that is connected to a new learning space, have a Reward Chart, Watch a Movie with children and get them to predict what is going to come next based on what they see 
· Goal 2:  Building Future Ready Students (How might as integrate career-related content to inspire students interest across various fields, an help them develop essential skills for future success?
· Parents Can:  Become guest speakers with regards to their career, expose kids to their own career, expose them to the possibility or other careers 
· Goal 3:  Creating inclusive, engaging and healthy learning opportunities for all students (How might we further implement positive behavior interventions and support  (PBIS) thereby creating an even more positive learning environment for all students?)
· Parents can use common language at home, use/provide case studies for teaching/learning
· Q:  How much time is required to complete the testing?  
· Photocopying - -5 hours
· Time/Child (Gr1 – 30 minutes/child)
· Significant time commitment

	9. Trustee Report

	Judi Hunter
· Refer to Judy’s Newsletters (Aug/Sept and Oct)
· Links in the Newsletter
· AHS:  Provides links for children with Medical Issues
· Additional 12 portables provided due to accommodations - - this was the result of all of the work everyone has done
· In next 5 years estimated that the population of Alberta will be 5 million (people are moving to Alberta with kids - - additional population causes stress on the system inclusive of Teacher Resources)
· Alberta opened it’s first Autism School (refer to the link in the newsletter - - in Edmonton)
· Running with Ranchers (open for Elementary School Children)
· Bill 35 - -Winnipeg just put this in (this is a Bill to publish any Teacher Issues)
· Recommended Reading:
· Super Communicator
· Can American Capitalism Survive?
· Eco-Anxiety (book for children) – Harriet Dyer
· 30 new schools over a 3 year period (Calgary and Edmonton have 25 ready to go, Rocky View has 3 ready to go)

	10. FBES
	Sara Hughes (report via e-mail)
· First FBES Meeting is tomorrow (September 26)
· Q:  Will the Playground be updated?  Currently there are ~3 years left in the Playground

	11.  Chair Report
	Emma Lindsey
· Superintendent contacted Chair to provide a way for parents to contact the School Council - - we will have a School Council e-mail address
· There is a Grant that can be applied for $500 for school Council – to work on this next meeting.

	12.  New Business
	Q:  Gates are closed during summer and frequently – is playground still open?  
YES – gates being closed is to prevent contractors from dumping in dumpsters.
Review of Bylaws of School Council:
· When you come to School Council you are being listened too -  you are a part of the Community of the school.
· School Bylaws were last updated in 2008 –updating them could be the work of a sub-group of School Council
· 2.5.6 To provide positive recognition to volunteers of the school- - could we do a better job of recognizing our volunteers.
· Refer to the link from Judy regarding By-Laws - - Less is better; move some of the information into the operating procedures 
Look ahead to 2024-25:
· People can think about this
· Supporting and encouraging PBIS, communicate with other parents, encourage people to come to the School Council
· Can we create an acronym Cheat Sheet for the Newsletter

	13.  Next Meeting
	Adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 23, 2024   @ 6:30 p.m. 
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